Induction chemotherapy via hepatic artery for gallbladder carcinoma.
The prognosis after surgery for carcinoma of the gallbladder remains poor. Treatment failure is frequently due to loco-regional recurrence in the adjacent liver and regional lymph nodes. We report a case of gallbladder carcinoma with proven involvement of the cystic duct node (Nevin stage IV). Pre-operative intra-arterial induction chemotherapy using two cycles of cisplatin, 5-fluorouracil, doxorubicin and mitomycin C was administered via the common hepatic artery. A radical cholecystectomy was performed 4 weeks later, and histological examination of the resected specimen showed a near total response, with no residual nodal disease. The patient remains well and free of disease 3 years later. Intra-arterial induction chemotherapy warrants further evaluation.